OLD LOVE STORIES RETOLD

He who now writes returns thee thanks for these.
Lo! it were foul and monstrous usury
To send thee ugliest paintings in the place
Of thy fair spirit's living phantasies."

The letters from Vittoria are in acknowledgment
of the two sketches, and the first is probably an
acknowledgment of the letter from Michael Angelo
last quoted.

" Unique Master Michelangelo, and my most
singular friend/' it runs, " I have received your
letter, and examined the crucifix, which truly
hath crucified in my memory every other picture
I ever saw. Nowhere could one find another figure
of our Lord so well executed, so living, and so
exquisitely finished. Certes, I cannot express in
words how subtly and marvellously it is designed.
Wherefore I am resolved to take the work as coming
from no other hand but yours, and accordingly
I beg you to assure me whether this really is yours
or another's. Excuse the question. If it is yours,
I must possess it under any conditions. In case
it is not yours, and you want to have it carried out
by your assistant, we will talk the matter over first.
I know how extremely difficult it would be to copy
it, and therefore I would rather let him finish
something else than this. But if it be in fact
yours, rest assured, and make the best of it, that it
will never come again into your keeping. I have
examined it minutely in full light and by the lens
and mirror, and never saw anything more perfect.

" Yours to command,
" THE MARCHIONESS OF PESCARA."
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